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father, the severity and the domination she suffered at the
hands of Rion—yet this prince, in his weakness, was not less
submissive to her, attentive to her, or afraid of her. He was
afflicted with the public reign of Eion, and the scandal of his
daughter; but he "did not dare to breathe a word, or if he did
(after some scene, as ridiculous as it was violent, had passed
between the lover and the Princess, and become public), he
was treated like a negro, pouted afc several days, and did not
know how to make his peace.
But it is time now to speak of the public and private occu-
pations of the Regent himself, of his conduct, his pleasure
parties, and the employment of his days.
Up to five o'clock in the evening he devoted himself exclusively
to public business, reception of ministers, councils, &c., never
dining during the day; but taking chocolate between two and
three o'clock, when everybody was allowed to enter his room.
After the council of the day, that is to say, at about five o'clock,
there was no more talk of business. It was now the time of
the Opera or the Luxembourg (if he had not been to the latter
place before his chocolate), or he went to Madame la Duchesse
d'Orl^ans' apartments, or supped, or went out privately, or
received company privately ; or, in the iine season, he went to
Saint-Cloud, or elsewhere out of town, now supping there, or at
the Luxembourg, or at home. When Madame was at Paris, he
spoke to her for a moment before his mass; and when she was
at Saint-Cloud he went to see her there, and always paid her
much attention and respect.
His suppers were always in very strange company. His
mistresses, sometimes an opera girl, often Madame la Duchesse
de Berry, and a dozen men whom he called his Rouds, formed
the party. The requisite cheer was prepared in places nciade
expressly, on the same floor; all the utensils were of silver;
the company often lent a hand to the cooks. It was at these
parties that the character of every one was passed in review,
ministers and favourites like the rest, with a liberty which was
unbridled license. The gallantries past and present of the
Court and of the town; all old stories, disputes, jokes., absur-

